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TO:   Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission 
 
FROM: Robin Washington, Clark County Public Works  
 
DATE:  September 3, 2010 
 
SUBJECT: Changing the name of North Sifton Neighborhood Park to “Otto Brown 

Neighborhood Park”    
 

 
 
Executive Summary 
 
As part of the public process for North Sifton Neighborhood Park, conducted in spring 2010, neighbors 
were invited to suggest and vote upon a new name for the park. Of the ten names suggested, “Otto 
Neighborhood Park” received the most votes. 
 
Staff conducted research about the origin of the name and learned it referred to Otto Alexander Brown, 
a historical figure in the Hockinson area. After researching Brown’s story, staff is recommending that 
the park be named “Otto Brown Neighborhood Park” in his memory. 
 
Background 
 
North Sifton Neighborhood Park is located at 15809 NE 96th St. in the Heritage neighborhood. The 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission approved the conceptual plan for this park in June 2010. 
Construction is scheduled to start in 2011.  
 
“North Sifton Neighborhood Park” is a placeholder name used by staff to identify the property. 
Neighbors were asked to suggest new names for the park as part of the park’s public involvement 
process because there already is a developed park nearby named “Sifton Neighborhood Park.” 
Neighbors suggested ten different names for the park, which were voted on in May and June 2010. The 
voting results were as follows: 

 

 

We create community through people, parks, programs and partnerships. 
 
P.O. Box 1995 - Vancouver, WA 98668-1995 
(360) 619-1111 - www.vanclarkparks-rec.org 



 
 
 

 

 We create community through people, parks, programs and partnerships. 
 

PRAC Staff Report - Date
Page 2 of 3

Total number of votes cast: 46 

Otto Neighborhood Park 18 
Country Lane Neighborhood Park 9 
York Neighborhood Park 7 
Fieldstone Neighborhood Park 4 
Stone Tree Neighborhood Park 3 
Peaceful Acres Neighborhood Park 2 
96th Street Neighborhood Park 1 
Haven Neighborhood Park 1 
Merrifield Neighborhood Park 1 
North Highpride Neighborhood Park 0 
 
After researching Brown, staff decided using his full name instead of just his first name would be more 
appropriate. 
 
In August 2010, staff contacted Brown’s closest living relatives, grandnieces Jane Onsdorff Malmquist 
of Battle Ground, WA and Celestia Bue of Portland, OR. Both women enthusiastically support the 
county naming a park after Brown. 
 
Otto Brown: A Short Biography 
 
Otto Alexander Brown was born in Hockinson (then known as “Eureka”) on May 25, 1878. He died in 
Vancouver on December 18, 1967 at the age of 89. He was the fourth child of Charles Junel Brown, 
who immigrated to America from Finland and was one of the original pioneer settlers of Hockinson. 
 
The reason neighbors suggested this park be named for him was because of the following story from 
the book From a Forest Clearing: A History of Hockinson School by Dorothy E. Person: 
 

The Eureka Bicycle 
‘Twas about the time of the Alaska Gold Rush that the bicycle craze gave the boys something to 
dream about. 

 
Otto Brown did something about it. He made one of wood. Wooden wheels turned on a horse 
powered lathe and tires of rope and wooden frame. 

 
He not only rode it on the plank side walks of Eureka, but he rode it clean to Vancouver for the 
4th of July! 

 
The bicycle store man was so impressed that he traded Otto a new bicycle and used the hand 
made bicycle for advertising. The Hockinson bicycle stood in the Vancouver store window for 
several years. 
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References to this same story are also included in Sunrise over the Prairie: A History of the Prairie High 
School Area compiled by the U.S. History Class Students of Christine Sweeten and in Battle Ground..In 
and Around by Louise McKay Allworth. 
 
Brown became a relatively well-known and skilled carpenter and was a member of the Carpenter’s 
Union Local 1715. He made furniture for local farm homes and shipped his work as far away as Astoria, 
Oregon. He moved to Vancouver as a young man, where he lived for the rest of his life. His address at 
the time of his death in 1967 was 2012 Main St.  
 
He married Amelia Stewart Dubois in 1902. Records show he enlisted in the National Guard, 1st 
Regiment, Company G in 1907. Brown and his wife had no children, and are buried next to each other 
at Park Hill Cemetery on Mill Plain Boulevard. 
 
Unfortunately, attempts to locate the bicycle shop and bicycle he built or find articles or photos of it in 
the local newspapers were unsuccessful. No photos of Brown have been located either.  
 
Budget/Financial Impacts 
 
Park name signs are included in the construction budget. As long as the name is changed before these 
signs are installed in 2011, there will be no impacts to the program budget. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends that the name of North Sifton Neighborhood Park be changed to “Otto Brown 
Neighborhood Park. 
 
 
Action Requested 
 
Staff requests that the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission recommend the Board of Clark 
County Commissioners approve changing the name of North Sifton Neighborhood Park to “Otto Brown 
Neighborhood Park.” 
 
 
Exhibits/Attachments 
 

1. Pages from Battle Ground…In and Around by Louise McKay Allworth, From a Forest 
Clearing: A History of Hockinson School by Dorothy E. Person and Sunrise over the Prairie: A 
History of the Prairie High School Area by the U.S. History Class Students of Christine Sweeten. 






























